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CHAP.    F. 
The  LIFE  of  T  O  M  THUMB. 

MR.  Thomas  Thumb,  was  the  fon  of 
Mr.  Theophilus  Thumb,  of  Thumb- 
hall  in  Northumberland.   He  Was  born  IJhe 
very  year  in  which  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
loft  his  life  for  ferving  his  country,  and  in 
which  people  were  fo  frightened,  that  they 
have  not  cared  to  enter  into  that  fervic* 
fince.     At  the  time  of  his  birth,  the  fur. 
was  eclipfed  5  which,  'tis  fuppofed,  ftint>> 
his  growth,  and  made  him  almoft  invifibl 
His  fatherwas  greatly  difconcerted  at  1m 
ing  iuch  a  little  tiney  Toy  of  a  child,  anc* 
his  mother  too  forgot  her  duty,  and  too', 
but  little  notice  of  him,  till  a  very  learne 
gentleman  looked  at  him  through  a  greu: 
pair  of  fpe&acles,  and  told  the  parents,  tb 
he  would  be  a  very  little  man,  and  a  veri 
great  man ;  which  is  a  paradox,  or  riddl 
we  <ire  to  refolve  by  and  by. 

W'  en  his  father  heard  this  he  took  hi 
up  upon  IPS  little  finder,  and  chirped 
him  ns  a  boy  doe?  to  n  bird  ;  and  his  moth  : 
•wrapped  him  up  in  a  piece  of  cotton,  pu 
him  in  o  a  thimble  mfXead  of  acradle,  am 
cairied  him  about  in  her  warm  pocket. 
CHAP 
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C  H  A  P.    II. 

H0w  Tom  became  a  greater  Man  than  Us 
Mother. 

BEFORE  we  attempt  to  prove  this,  we 
muft  enquire  what  makes  a  great  man. 
!•;  it  a  great  head  ?  No.  Is  it  a  long  arm? 
No.  is  it  a  big  body  ?  No.  Is  it  a  large 
Jeg  ?  No.  But  I'll  teli  you  what  it  is :  It 
is  a  wife  head  and  a  good  heart  that  con- 
ftitutes  a  great  man.  It  is  \vifdom  atfd 
virtue,  and  that  only,  which  can  make  us 
great  and  happy.  A  great  brute,  or  a  great 
bear,  or  a  great  blockhead,  may  be  made 
by  other  means  ;  but  a  great  man  cannot 
be  formed  without  wiltlom  and  virtue, 
which  are  the  only  two  fources  of  honour 
and  efteem,  and  will  always  make  us  be 

,   beloved  and  admired. 

Ti  is  was  faid  by  rhe  gentleman  with  the 
great  pair  of  fpedacles,  to  Tom*s  father, 
who  immediately  bought  for  his  fon  ?.11  the 
little  books  published  by  Meflrs.  Robertfon 
and  Duncan,  having  been  informed,  that 
they  were  publiihed.  with  no  other  view, 
but  to  make  people  wife  and  good j  and 
Tom  read  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
firft  one  volume,  and  then  another,  till  he 

-   had  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  whole. 

As  CHAP- 
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CHAP.    IH. 

Such  is  the  Father,  Such  if  ths  Son. 

A  S  Tom's  father  had  been  at  London » 
X\.  ferved  in  the  Train-bands,  and  per- 
formed many  feats  of  valour,  both  in 
Whitechapeland  Btmhill-fieids,  he  would 
have  his  fon  become  a  warrior  alfo.  In 
which,  I  think,  he  was  to  blame;  for  one 
of  his  figure  would  have  made  a  tetter 
p!=iy(ician,as  hisdiminutire  fizc  might  per- 
mit him  to  flide  down  a' patient's  throat, 
and  fee  what  was  ihe  matter  within, -for 
the  want  of  which  intelligence  fuch  great 
miftakes  are  often  ma»lc.  that  thole  who 
would  get  the  better  of  a  diforder,  fre- 
quently die  of  the  doctor.  Tom  however, 
was  to  be  made  a  warrior,  and  thereror# 
his  mother  made  him  a  fword  of  :;  fmaJl 
needle,  a  helmet  of  a  hazei-  niat-fbell,  and 
coat  of  mail  of  a  tnoufe's  ear;  of  \vh%ch 
he  was  fo  fofid,  that  he  always  went  r»-in- 
ed,  and  on  that  account  the  neighbour* 
firft  called  him  captain  Thumb,  then  co- 
lonel Thumb,  and  i»t  iaft  h«  obtained  the 
name  of  General, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP     IV. 
A  Jlid   DISASTER. 

HHHE  «reat  people,  as  well  as  the  little, 
L    are  iuojedt  to  misfortunes,  tn  m  which 
neither  arms  nor  honour  can  prottft  them. 
Goody  Thumb  being  one  day  iu  a,  im-ry,, 
and  unable  to  drei's  any  thi  it;  for  liec  fen's 
dinner,  j;ave  !;  m  a  pi^ce  of  a  t-or.'s  fwt-ct- 
bre  .d,  and  bid  him  c.arry  it  to  »he  bdkc- 
hou-.e  to  be  d  re- fled.      I'oni  pu'. 
head,  ond -as  he  \^ai;  -ru 't 
rogv-e  of  a  ia-,  t;i    who  hrj.: 


A  4 


bov  r  t'  e  vi 
half  wild, 
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meat  for  a  piece  of  carrion  trufled  him  up 
in  his  claws,  and  flew  with  hrtn  to  the  neft, 
where  he  and  his  black  fweet-heart  foon 
difpatched  the  meat,  but  left  poor  Tom, 
laid  along  by  the  fide  of  their  eggs  in  a 
terrible  fright,  and  almoft  periihcd  with 
Lunger.  Tom's  wit,  however,  i'oon  re- 
lieved him  from  this  diftrefs;  for  perceiv- 
ing that  both  the  rat  ens  were  flown  to  the 
jif  xt  tree,  and  vrere  there  goflippmg  with 
others  of  their  companions,  he  flyly  ran 
his  fword  into  one  of  the  raven's  eggs,  on 
that  fide  which  lay  downwards,  and  clap- 
ping his  mouth  to  the  place,  he  fucked  it, 
and  made  a  mod  delicious  repaft. 

CHAP.     V. 

JJyw  TOM  travelled  dem'n  the  Tree,  and -what 
happened  to  him  on  the  Road. 

F  I  ER  a  tew  days, Tom  faw,  with  con- 
ccra,  tbiit  his  iLock  >  f  food  greatly 
aieil>  and  that  when  all  the  eggs  were 
gone,  he  wouhl  be  in  danger  of  ftarving ; 
an-i  ewry  one  knows  if  muft  be  a  fad 
thing  to  be  rtarved  upon  the  top  of  fucli  a 
hiiih  tree  :  he  therefore  watched  every  op- 
portunity of  making  hisefcape;  and  one 
day, 
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day,  when  there  \vas  but  one  eeg  left,  and 
the  ravens  were  gone  out  for  food,  he  put 
the  egg  in  his  pocket  oppofite  the  fword- 
fide,  and  clambering  over  the  neft,iet  him- 
fe!f  down  from  branch  to  branch,  till  the  " 
.  bark  of  the  tree  became  rough  enough  for 
him  to  lay  hold  of  it,  and  then  clung  by  de- 
grees down  the  body }  but  in  hisprogfefs  he 
had  like  to  have  been  overfet,  for  the  fide 
where  the  egg  lay  was  abundantly  too  hea- 
vy for  the  other,  and  almoft  weighed  him 
down.  Tired  and  fatigued,  however,  he  at 
laft  came  to  a  large  limb,  where  there  was  a 
fqnirrei'sneft,and  there  hecrep  inforihel- 
tcr,  and  took  un  his  bdging  for  the  night. 
The  young  fqairrels  liked  his  company 
very  well ;  but  when  old  Goody  Scugg 
came  h^me  Ihe  feemed  very  angry,  and  as 
Gafter  Scugg  entered  the  door,  told  him 
wh?.t  had  happened.  -Old  Scugg  bounced 
about  a  good  deal ;  but  when  he  faw  Tom 
pull  the  egg  out  of  bis  pocket,  and  found 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  feafl  on  their 
food,  lie  became  eafy,  and  they  all  fat 
cic.wn  and  fupped  together. 

In  the  morning  Tom  arofe  with  the  fun, 
as  every  good  boy  ihould  do,  and  having 
killed  the  young  fquirrels,  IMS  fet  out  on  his 
A  5  journey, 
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journey,  travelling  flill  on  the  rough  bark 
till  almoft  night ;  when,  as  it  rained  very 
hard,  he  crept  for  ihelter  into  a  wren's  ntft. 
The  poor  wren  was  very  much  alarmed 
on  feeing  fo  formidable  a  iellow  enter  her 
dwelling,  which  was  then  full  of  young 
ones,  and  as  Tom  had  too  much  humanity 
to  difturb  a  whole  family,  and  make  them 
miferabie,  he  left  the  poor  diftrefled  mo- 
ther, and  took  up  his  lodging  on  a  bough 
under  the  neft,  where  he  was  well  iheltcr- 
cd  from  the  rain. 

Again  in  the  morning  he  fet  out  with  the 
fun.  and  travelling  bard,  arrived  at  the 
bottom  of  the  tree  about  noon,  where  he 
was  attacked  by  an  humble-bee  with  whom 
lie  fought  a  moft  defperate  battle.  What 
the  drone  took  him  for,  is  hard  to  fay,  hut 
he,  perched  on  a  fhrub  by  the  root  of"  the 
tree,  rnifed  Ir.sgrizly  beard,  and  attacked 
our  hero  full  in  the  face.  Tom  received 
the  blew  with  that  undauntednefs  wh;ch 
true  courage  only  can  infpite,  an:i  drawing 
his  fword  remrned  the  blow  with  the  moft 
intrepid  refolution.  Thofe,  and  thole  only, 
ulio  h~ve  rend  Homer's  battle:,  or  the  liif- 
tory  of  ancient  tournaments,  can  form  to 
themfelves  a  juft  idea  of  the  conflict,  and 
tell 
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tell  how  the  thunder  of  their  arms  re-echo'd 
from  the  diftant  hills.  Tom  was  victorious. 
He  flew  the  bee,  which  to  him  appeared 
dreadful  as  a  drngon,  and  was  fanning 
Mmfelf  with  the  flap  of  his  coat  when 
'efquire  Bug'e,  one  of  his  father's  friends, 
rode  by  from  hunting.  Tom  hailed  him, 
but  the  e /quire  was  at  too  great  a  dillance 
to  hear  him  :  however,  one  of  the  hr  units 
which  Tom  knew,  making  up  to  him,  he 
laid  hold  of  his  ear,  Iprung  up  on  his  back, 
and  rode  home  to  his  difccnioiute  fa»her 
and  mother,  who  received  him  with  great 

joy. 

CHAP.  VI. 
A  great  ACTION. 
IT  has  been  obferved,and  with  great  truth 
•*  that  hiftonans  and  the  biographer?,  or 
writers  of  lives,  are  generally  partial,  and 
lean  to  the  one  fide  or  the  other,  as  they 
are  influenced  by  party,  or  have  been  pre- 
judiced by  education,  but  we  are  above  all 
that:  While  we  have  the  actions  of  others 
under  confideration,  we  are  to  behave  as 
citizens  of  the  world,  ar:d  pay  no  particular 
regard  to  any  party,  perluafion,  or  country 
wftatfoever.  .And  this  we  intend  as  an  apo- 
A  6  logy 


I*     TOM'THUMB'S   FOLIO. 

logy  for  our  pre fuming  to  relate  the  follow- 
ing exploit  of  Tom  Thrtmb,  without  tie  Mar- 
iog  whether  he  was  a  Whig  or  a  Tory.  It  is 
poiEblethatbcththefcnnay  begood.'tho'  it 
has  been  malicioiifly  faid,  that  one  of  them 
fui  nothing  in  a  box  for  the  other  to  find  it.  But,  • 
leaving  all  party  and  folly  to  madmen  and 
fools,  let  us  proceed  with  our  hiftory, 

TvnTlwji'0's  reputation  being,  firmly  eO.n- 
bliihed  at  home,  he  determined  to  travel  in- 
to foreign  parts,  to  fee  if  he  could  find  a  na- 
tion where  there  were  more  fools  than  in  his 
own.  He  was  for  a  long  time  doubtful  what 
part  he  {hould  firfl  vifir.  He  confultcd  his 
friends  on  this  occafion,  who  generally  ad- 
•  n  to  fail  to  the  kingdom  of  cuckows. 
He  tcivk  their  advice  in  part,  but  not  in  the 
whole,  for  knowing  that  a  fliip  would  be  a 
lo".g  time  failing  to  that  very  diftant  coun- 
try, and  confidering,at  the  fame  time,  tlu;t 
a  philofopher  might  travelwithout  baggage, 
and  live  upon  his  brains,  he  placed  himfelf 
in  a  bird's  neft,  at  the  time  when  the  cuc- 
kcws  were  hoarfe,  and  about  to  leave  the 
Country,  and  laying  hold  of  a  ftron?  one, 
--i-!'?ch  came  to  fuck  the  eggs,  he  mounted 
.ck,  and  rode  through  the  air  and 
•vtr  the  feas  at  a  furprifmg  rate. 

We 
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We  muft  obferve,  that  Tom,  like  a  duti- 
ful child,  confulted  both  his  father  and  mo- 
ther about  this  method  of  travelling,  who 
objected  to  it,  and  faid,  that  nothing  could 
be  learned  by  Hying  thro'  a  country.  AS 
much  qucth  Tom,  as  by  galloping  thro'  a 
country  which  is  the  modern  mode  of  tra- 
velling :  and  therefore  after  kifllng  them, 
am!  receiving  their  bldling,  fet  off. 

He  had  comforted,  and  fed  the  cuckow, 
as  well  as  he  could,  with  a  Powder,  which 
his  mother  put  into  his  pocket,  tofervehim 
as  food  j  but  the  poor  bird  grew  fo  weak,  at 
the  time  he  arrived  in  his  own  country ,that 
he  fell  down ;  aud  our  hero,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  fave  himfelf,  plunged  into  a  large 
A  7  mefs 
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mefs  of  milk-porridge,  which  was  intended 
for  the  giant  Grumbo,  who  was  then  king 
of  the  country.  The  giant  muttered  a  few 
words  with  a  growl,  which  made  the  vallies 
ring,  it  was  fo  <oud  and  dreadful;  and  then 
taking  Mr.  Thumb  up  in  his  fpoon,  threw 
him  out  of  the  bowl,  but  not  till  Tom  had 
firft  taken  a  fup  or  two  out  of  the  broth. 
He  lay  for  fome  time  by  the  giant's  leg, 
where  he  obferved  all  his  actions;  and  find- 
ing that  he  pulled  bread  out  of  his  pocket 
to  crumb  the  mefs,  Tom  flyly  crept  up  his 
coat,  as  he  was  fitting  down,  and  got  into 
his  pocket,  where  he  feafted  himfelf  for  fe- 
vera!  dc  ys,  taking  care,  whenever  the  giant 
put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  to  hide  behind 
hh  fnuff-box^  and  whenever  the  giant  flept 
Tom  got  liquor  oat  of  his  cinn.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  refidence  here,  Tom  grew  fo 
hardy,  that  he  would  frequently  peep  out 
of  the  giant's  pocket,  when  he  found  him 
about  a  b.id  ..<fuon,  and  after  giving  him  a 
goad  with  his  ftvord,  would  boldly  call  out, 
Sirrah!  tPhjt  are  <jou  at  there,  Sirrah?  then 
pop  in  his  head,  and  hide  behind  the  fnuff- 
box  as  .ifual.  The  giant  not  only  miffed 
his  bread,  but  found  fomething  inftead* 
thereof,  which  he  did  not  like;  for  Tom, 
who 
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who  had  conveyed  all  the  food  among  theX 
linings  of  the  folds,  where  he  had  room  to 
rau^e,  made  ufe  of  the  pocket  for  another 
purpofe,  winch  was  not  altogether  fair,  but 
he  couul  not  help  it. 

Tom  continued  in  this  fituation  till  he 
had  difcovered  the  giant's  riifpofition, 
which  he  found  was  very  bad  ;  for  be  had  a 
heavy  head  and  a  hard  heart,  he  was  proud, 
felfifh,  furly,  and  fo  tyrannical  and  cruel, 
that  his  fubje&s  were  afraid  to  come  near 
him.  Tom  knew  there  would  be  no  tra- 
velling the  country  with  fafety  till  he  had 
broken  the  fpirit  of  this  turbulent  giant, 
and  reduced  him  to  better  manners  ;  he 
therefore  would  never  fuffer  him  to  reft, 
but  whenever  he  began  to  fleep,  pricked 
him  with  his  little  fword,  fo  thar,  after 
fome  time,  he  was  fo  weak  for  want  of  reft, 
that  he  could  not  walk  :  He  kept  him  in 
this  ftate,  till  he  had  learned  the  ian-uage 
of  the  country  ;  and  then,  as  he  lay  in  bed, 
Tom  got  upon  his  bread,  and  thus  addref- 
fed  him  :  Are  you  inclined,  Ob  Grumbo,  to 
live  or  die?  If  you  -would  live,jou  tnuft  take 
nn  advice,  and  behave  "with  humanity  and  kind- 
nefs  to  all  your  fubjtfts  and.  to  nx  ;  tut  if  yov 

ould  ratber  die  then  be  pod,  <kf«,  for  nobody 
A  8  «*// 
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•u-'ill  be  forty  for  you.  The  giant  who  h*d  ne- 
ver, feen  Tom  before,  but  in  his  mefs  of 
Porridge,  trembled  with  amazement;  and 
thinking  that  he  fell  from  the  moon  to  pu- 
nilh  his  iniquities,  begged  thathe  mightli^e 
to  make  amends  fop  his  bad  behaviour. 
Then  fleep,  fays  Tom,  and  I  will  fee  you  a- 
gain.  So, from  this  time,  Tom  leftoffgoad- 
ing  him  with  his  iittle  (word,  and  he  foon 
recovered.  After  this,  he  was  very  fond  of 
Mr.  Thumb, and  would  do  nothing  without 
him  ;  fo  that  Tom  had  in  a  manner,  the 
whole  direction  of  the  kingdom,  and  made 
all  the  people  happy,  by  a  fair  and  equal 
diftribution  of  juftice ;  and  for  that  purpofe 
he  rode  in  pomp,  in  a  coach  drawn  by  ten 
fquirrels,  all  round  the  kingdom,  and  wrote 
a  particular  account  of  the  country  and  the 
inhabitant?,  their  Jaws,  cuftomsand  man- 
ners; which,  we  are  told,  will  foon  be  re- 
viird  and  puYiftied.  To  avoid  putting  the 
inhabitant  t  >  iny  expence  on  This  journey, 
he  carrird  his  provifions  with  him  in  the 
coach,  as  travellers  do  in  Spain,  and  order- 
ed his  fquirrels  todraw  him  every  night  up 
a  tree,  where  they  all  lodged  lately,  and 
without  either  trouble  or  expence. 

In  this  journey,  Tom  fat  as  judge  in  mod 
places 
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places  he  came  to,  and  commanded  the  cri- 
minals, and  thofe  who  had  quarrelled  to 
come  before  him,  that  he  might  try  the  one 
and  decide  the  differences  of  the  other, 
without  favour  or  affet'tion.  Among  otker 
caufest  I  remember  a  rich  man  was  brought 
before  him  and  accufed  of  not  giving  any 
relief  to  the  poor  in  the  late  hard  feafon. 
Upon  which  Tom  ordered  him  to  eat  out 
of  the  hutch,  among  his  own  hogs,  till  his 
head  am!  heart  were  humanized^  and  he  had 
learned  to  feel  the  misfortunes  of  «t"iers. 

On  his  return  to  court  he  was  admired, 
and  applauded  both  by  king  and  people,  for 
they  had  all  heard  of  his  wife  and  good 
behaviour  in  the  country ;  and  Grumbo 
made  him  a  prefent  of  a  fhrnfham  of  gold, 
and  gave  him  his  daughter  in  raarria. 
who  though  (he  was  a  gisntefs,  loved 
tie  Tom,  and  always  carried  him  about  ii 
her  bofom  ^  nor  is  it  a  \ronder,  for  we  find 
the  Patagonian  women  were  fond  of  our 
Jailors,  though  they  were  not  half  fo  big 
as  their  own  countrymen. 

Tom  lived  happily  with  his  gigantic  wife 
for  many  years,  and  then  died  greatly  la- 
mented both  by  king  and  people,  who  erec- 
ted a  fplendid  monument  to  his  ir.eniory. 
TOM 


m 

it  in': 


[    i8    ] 
TOM  THUMB'S  FOLIO. 

IN  compofing  the  hiftory  of  Tom  Thumb, 
*•  we  forgot  to  recite  one  circumllaace, 
which  gave  the  giant  king  and  all  his  court 
a  j^reat  inclination  to  become  acquainted 
with  his  letters  and  modern  learning. 

There  was  at  this  time,  in  the  cuckow 
court,  a  natural  philofopher,  who  never 
knew  the  ufe  of  letters,  yet  was  wife  and 
ingenious.  Him  Mr.  Thumb  taught  to  read 
and  write,  in  order  that  he  might  corref- 
pond  with  him  when  he  travelled;  and  on 
a  certain  time,  when  he  had  occafion  to 
vifit  the  extreme  parts  of  his  father's 
kingdom  with  his  wife  the  princefs,  who 
was  then  big  with  child,  he  took  fome  pi- 
•  eeon"  with  him,  which  had  been  bred  by 
"this  philof>pher,  in  order  to  convey  the 
"inoft  fpeedy  intelligence  to  his  father's 
court  of  what  might  happen  them  on  the 
journey.  Now  it  came  to  pafs,  that  when 
they  were  ninety  -five  thoufand  milesfrom 
home,  his  princefs  was  brought  to-bed  of 
two  bouncing  boys,  nine  hundred  times  as 
big  as  himfelf ;  upon  which  he  difpatched 
a  pigeon  with  a  note  tied  round  her  leg, 
directed 
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directed  to  his  friend  the  philofopher,  to 
inform  his  father  of  that  important  affair. 
Doming  Doodle ;  for  that  was  the  philofo- 
pher's  name,  carried  it  immediately  to 
the  king,  and  told  him  that  his  daughter 
was  brought  to-bed  of  Goo  and  MAGOG, 
two  great  princes.  Where  are  they  ?  faid 
the  giant,  greatly  rejoiced  at  the  event. 
Ninety-five  thoafand  miles  off,  anfvvered 
the  philofopher.  And  how  came  you  by 
the  news  ?  faid  his  Majefty.  From  that 
great  prince  TomTbumb  himfelf,  replied 
the  other,  anci  threw  the  letter  on  the 
table.  The  king  was  greatly  aftoniihed, 
and  taking  up  the  letter  furveyed  it,  but 
could  not  underftand  a  fyliab'e,  nor  did 
he  believe  a  word  that  was  faid  to  him  ; 
but  thinking  it  an  impofition,  he  gave 
fuch  an  angry  roar,  that  he  fhook  a!i  the 
glafs  out  of  the  windows.  However,  he 
difpatched  nineteen  fleet  horiemen,  ten 
chariots,  twenty  trumpeters,  and  a  kettle- 
lirummer,  to  inquire  into  the  affair;  and 
finding  it  true,  and  feeing  the  princefs 
enter  the  palace  foon  after,  with  Gog  in 
one  arm,  and  Magog  in  the  other,  and 
Ta?u  Thumb  dancing  a  jig  before  them,  he 
was 
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Mas  both  delighted  and  lurprized,  and 
taking  Mr.  Tbutieb  upon  his  Uttle  finger,  he 
afksd  him,  how  it  was  poflible  for  him  to 
lis  r'riends,  and  make  himfelf  under- 
r.oo  I,  -t  the  difhnce  of  ninety-five  thou- 
<hLd  ;niles.  Tom  let  him  into  the  whole 
affiir,  which  gave  his  majefty  fuch  an  high 
opinion  of  Jotters  and  learning,  that  he  de- 
fired  Mr.  Thumb  would  draw  up  fome  lef- 
ions  for  his  inftru&ion ;  and  here  they  are. 

LEARNED     LESSONS. 
Compofed  for  the  inftradion  of  the  great 
Giant  in  the  kingdom  of  Cuckows,  and 
may  be  read  by  all  the  little  Giants  up- 
ou  earth. 

Tht 
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The  GREAT  LETTER  Lejfon. 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP 
Q^RSTUVWXYZ. 
The  LITTLE  LETTER  Lcflott. 
abcdefghijklmnopqrfstuvwxyz. 
Thefe  two  leiTons  are  the  ground-nork 
of  all  learning,  for  with  the  above  letters 
only,  a  wife  man  may  fpell  all  the  words 
in  the  \vorld. 

The  VOWEL  Leflon. 

Of  thefe  the  following  letters  are  cal- 
led vowels  ;  namely, 

a    e    i     o     u, 

and  fometimes  y  and  w  ;  but  thefe  two  are 
vowels  only  when  they  fupply  the  place  of 
i  and  u;  thefe  letters  are  called  vowels, 
becaufe  they  exprefs  a  found  of  i-hr-m- 
felves,  and  becaufe  no  fyllable  or  word, 
can  be  fpelt  wichout  one  or  more  of  them. 

The  SYLLABLE  Lejfon. 

A  fyllable  is  either  a  fmall  word,  or  a 

part  of  a  larger  word  ;  or  it  may  contain 

only  one  letter,  if  it  be  a  vowel.    In  fome 

words  there  are  feven  or  eight  fyllables, 

and  there  are  fome  that  contain  but  one 

fyilable,  as  To/,  Ball,  &c.    And  here  von 

jnuft 


.2    TOM  THUMB'S  FOLIO. 

xnuft  obferve,  that  there  are  as  many  fyl- 
Jablesina  word  as  there  are  diftinft  founds: 
When  therefore  you  would  divide  a  word 
inte  fyllables,  you  nmft  in  general  fo  di- 
vide it,  as  to  make  as  many  founds  as  you 
can,  by  funning  over  all  the  letters  in  a 
fyllable  by  their  founds  till  they  come  in- 
to one  found,  for  the  letters  in  every  fyl- 
lable  will  all  unite  together,  and  form 
but  one  diftincl:  found,  which  will  take  up 
no  more  time  in  pronouncing,  or  fpeaking, 
but  that  of  a  (ingle  letter.  Some  letters, 
however,  have  different  founds  in  differ- 
emt  words,  or  according  to  their  place  or 
fituation  :;i  words,  and  thefe  may  either  be 
leained  from  fpelling  Books,  or  from  a 
xnafter. 

The  WORD  Leffon. 

Words,  as  we  obferved  before,  nre  made 
of  one  or  more  letters,  or  one  or  more  fyl- 
lables ;  for  I  is  a  word,  ns  well  as  Strength, 
though  the  firft  contains  but  one  letter, 
and  rhe  laft  eight :  And  Multiplication  is  but 
cneivord,  though  it  contains  fire  fyllables; 
or,  as  fome  people  divide  it,  lix, 
The  SENTENCE  Lrjjor. 

As  letters  make  fyllables,  and  fyllables 
words, 
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words,  fo  words  form  fentences;  each  of 
which  contains  a  greater  or  lefs  number 
of  words,  in  proportion  to  the  quality  of 
matter  which  is  to  be  exprelTed.  As  foi 
example  :  This  booky  is  a  fentence.  S*  this 
'is  a  very  pretty  little  boik^  and  agcod  booky  is 
no  more  than  a  fentence. 

RELIGIOUS  and  MORAL  LESSONS. 
Tbefirji  Lefton  to  be  Good. 

Thou  fhalt  love  the  Loro  thy  God  with 
.  all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with 
all  thy  ftrength. 

The  fecond  Leffon  to  be  Good. 

Thou  ihalt  love  thy  neighbours  and  all 
people  as  well  as  thou  loveft  thyfelf,  and 
cio  unto  all  men  as  you  would  have  all 
men  do  unto  you. 

The  third  Lejjon  to  be  Good. 

Tfcou  fhalt  love  thyfelf,  .and  taVe  care 
ro  prelerve  thy  life  and  thy  henlth  ;  ^rd 
to  do  that,  thou  muft  not  be  idle,  r.or  over 
fond  of  Bating,  or  drinking,  orfieepSng,  or 
of  pleafures ;  but  employ  thyfelf  ;n  lome 
fort  of  labour  or  exercifc,  and  live  fober« 
Jy,  temperately,  an<l  chaftely 

N.  B.  The  firft  of  thefe  leflbns  implies 
Fifty,  or  your  duty  to  God ;  the  fecond, 
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Ch,irityt  or  your  duty  to  your  Netglbtur; 
and  the  third,  Sobrztty,  or  your  duty  to 
ypurfelf:  And  this  love  ofGod,  of  your  neigh- 
bour, and  of  ycurfelf,  is  the  ultimate  end, 
or  point,  to  which  all  human  aftions  fliould 
be  diredled. 

Honefly  is  the  bed  policy. 

Iffien  tales  are  round  the  country  fl<rwny 
That  any  girl  dont  know  her  erwn  ; 
Thf  people >  to  prcferve  their  Jtore, 
TL'erft  out  the  thief,  andflmt  the  door. 


There  is  riOthing  worth  ftealing  ;    for 

Truth,  Honefty,  and  Itirxceacy,  are  above  all 

things.  Yet  there  was  a  little  girl  lived  by 

lady 
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lady  Simpfon's,  who  could  not  keep  her 
fingers  to  herfelf ;  but  whenever  fhe  went 
by  her  ladyfhip's  garden,  and  faw  the  door 
open,  ran  in  and  dole  the  fruit:  The  gar- 
dener knew  that  (he  was  naughty ;  and  one 
'day  whet;  her  ladylhip  fent  for  the  chil- 
dren, to  treat  them  with  cherries  and  fweet- 
meats,  he  flood  at  the  door,  and  after  all 
the  reft  were  come  in,  he  font  her  out,  fay- 
ing to  his  lady,  Madam,  This  is  a  naughty 
girly  that  fteals  things  out  of  the  garden,  and  I 
am  fur e  you  -will  not  admit  a  thief  into  the  houfe. 
No,  to  be  fure,  faid  the  hfly,  let  her  go 
crying  home,  a  naughty  jade,  and  learn  to 
know  that  Hortefty  is  the  beft  policy. 

Of  taking  our  parents  advice. 

The  boy  ivho  ceunfel  dies  defyife, 

,A.nd  will  not  liften  to  the  it'ifey 

But  ftuibornly  purfues  his  7>'///, 

.M"riy  run  his  nofe  again  ft  .1  • 

As  Wat  Wilful,  a  very  naughty  VK 
would  never  take  hi"  parents'  adv.. 
playing  by  the  windmill,  his  fVuke 
to  him,  Wat  I  come  cnca^  firrxh..  or  the  mill 
mill  beat  you  in  pieces.     Wiiful,  however, 
did  nol  regard  his  father,  but  kept  running 
about,  till  at  laft  he  got  into  the  way  of 

the 
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mi"i,  and  was  thrown  with  great  vio- 
e  into  the  mudd-pond,  where  you  now 


him   lie.     Here  the  rogue  roared  to 

>ie,  and  the  people  who  flood 

t,ath:rc.  How  came  you  there? 

Oh  !  the  mill  to  (Ted  me  in,  (ays 

v  did  yon  not  do  as  your  father 

.-d  have  pi.iyetl  farther  from  the 

,';.'   lavs  rnenvn;    .y  there  (irrah.  and 

So  noho.i'y  would 

r  old  father 

'  -OAUC, 

en»ejTir 

••v;,n  a 


Thf 
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vi.    A  FABLE. 


AS  wily  Revnar.i  view*d,\vith  wUhful  c*^ 
A  Crovv  potfert  of  a  delicious  i 
L'kes  gay  Cou:  'ier  with  deluiive   . 
Hr  prai  -  Vi  her  Voice,  and  bcgt./d  one  mfcll* 

ing  y01^- 
•Pr:ud  to  oblige,  and  thoughtkrs  of  the 

cheat, 

SUe  made  the  vain  attempt,  and  drcpt  her 
Meat. 


The  Flatterer's  art, 
Betrays  the  Heart. 


Tkt 
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The  DOG  and  the  BEE.    A  FABLE. 


A    Bee  {King  a  Maftiff,  a-nd  for  the  fmart 
JL  \ 


He  runs  to  the  Hive,  and  demands  fatis- 
faftion. 

e's  forming  their  Caftle,  around 
liicre  flics 

A  <vhnle  arrr.y  of  Foes,  who  (lung  out  his 
eyes.  •  . 

• 

'"T,5s  -i  mifqhievous  job, 
To  fight  with  a  mob. 

F    I    N    1-6.    " 
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On  a  pretty  buy  Nag  * 

Here  comes  Tommy  Tagi 
Who  ne'er  kn,t\^  Deceit, 
Nor  won't!  lie,  nor  wouM  cii 

and  good,  - 
As  all  of  \ 
And   1  *  whe 

Erie 
And  fo  bccan.e  wealtlr 


